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Protecting and improving agricultural land and waterways 

Agriculture plays a very important 

role in the Blayney district and will 

continue to do so during the life of 

the McPhillamys Gold Project.  

The Project is being designed to       

minimise impacts on farming land 

and to leave a legacy of              

environmental improvements, once 

mining operations have finished. 

The McPhillamys site is currently 

used for a mixture of cattle and 

sheep grazing. There is no        

Biophysical Strategic Agricultural 

Land (BSAL) in the mining lease 

application area. 

The land impacted by the project is 

less than 1% of the total area used 

for agriculture in the Blayney Local 

Government Area.  

During mining Regis-owned land 

outside of the mine disturbance 

area will continue to be used for 

agriculture, with much of this land 

already leased to local farmers. 

Improving the Belubula 

If the McPhillamys Project is      

approved Regis will undertake a 

program to improve fish habitat, 

remove invasive species and     

rehabilitate eroded river banks on a 

section of the Belubula River.  

Locals will be aware that parts of 

the Belubula are degraded and 

work has already been done to 

clear willows and improve sections 

of the river closer to Blayney. 

The Regis proposal includes river 

and riverbank rehabilitation,      

subject to approval from            

government agencies and other 

stakeholders. 

Rehabilitation after mining 

Most impacts on local land will be 

temporary, with the vast majority of 

the site being rehabilitated and 

suitable for agriculture once mining 

operations finish. (The exception is 

the void created by the open pit). 

Final rehabilitation and closure  

requirements will be developed as 

part of a detailed Closure Plan.  

The Closure Plan will be developed 

in consultation with government 

agencies, Blayney Shire Council, 

neighbours and other stakeholders. 

Over 100,000 trees  

Another important legacy of the    

McPhillamys Gold Project will be a 

major tree planting program over 

the 15 year life of the project. 

Regis will plant over 100,000 trees 

around the Shire, including privacy 

screens and tree corridors. This 

work is well underway with over 

9,000 trees already planted on the 

McPhillamys site and neighbouring 

properties. 
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Below: The McPhillamys Project includes 

future rehabilitation plans for parts of the 

Belubula River (left) and a program to plant 

over 100,000 trees in the Blayney Shire. 
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Regis Community Investment 

Fund recipients (clockwise from 

left): 

• Sponsorship of the 2022     

National All Breeds Junior    

Heifer Show (held at Blayney 

Showground). 

• Blayney Multipurpose Centre—

funding for new adjustable 

chairs to assist aged and    

palliative care patients and  

their families. 

• Blayney Can/Assist—

supporting services to cancer 

patients and their families. 

• Blayney Wool Craft and Hobby 

Inc— supporting their work 

making and providing garments 

for premature babies. 
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Investments supporting the Blayney Shire 
Community projects and activities 

across the Blayney Shire have   

received a boost in the latest round 

of funding from the Regis           

Resources Community Investment 

Program. 

The $45,000 investment will help 

fund important services for families 

and children; and community 

equipment/ infrastructure projects.  

Since 2013, the Regis Community 

Fund has invested over $200,000 

in Blayney and the Central West.              

Organisations sharing in the latest 

round included the following: 

• Blayney Show (Blayney A&P) 

• Blayney Shire Council Men's Shed 

• Blayney View Club  

• Blayney Meals on Wheels 

• Blayney Bears Senior Rugby 
League Club 

• Blayney Public School 

• Blayney Shire Can/Assist 

• Blayney Multipurpose Centre 

• Blayney High School 

• Blayney Town Association 

• Blayney Golf Club 

• Blayney Cricket Club 

• Blayney Preschool Inc 

• Blayney Platform Arts Hub 

• Neville Show Society & Showground 

• All Breeds Junior Heifer Show 

• Central West Landcare 

• Neville Public School P&C 

• Carcoar Public School 

• Lyndhurst Public School 

• Trunkey Creek Public School 

• Millthorpe Bowling Club 

• Millthorpe Junior Soccer Club Inc 

• Lyndhurst Golf Club 

• Neville Equine Performance Inc 

• Central West Dressage Group 

• Rotary Club of Bathurst 

• Neville Public Hall 

• Newbridge Progress Association 

• Millthorpe Museum 

• Blayney Wool Craft & Hobby Inc 
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McPhillamys Project 

When will we have a 

final decision? 
The lengthy assessment process for major projects like 

McPhillamys can be frustrating and uncertain for     

everyone involved, but especially so for neighbours 

and other stakeholders impacted by the project. They 

have been very patient and we appreciate their        

continuing understanding and cooperation. 

We’d all like to have a result, but we also know that it’s 

important to do things properly and invest the time and 

resources to get the best outcome. And that means a 

detailed, thorough—and lengthy—process.  

Anyone who has built a house or lodged a DA will also 

know that things change along the way and the final 

plan can be finetuned and improved from the original 

concept.  

The McPhillamys Project is no different. Throughout 

the process we’ve continued to look for ways to       

minimize impacts and improve the project.  

We continue to work with government to progress the 

project so that DPE can finish its assessment of the 

project and make a recommendation to the NSW      

Independent Planning Commission, which will make 

the final determination. 

At this stage we hope to have that determination early 

in 2023. 

Keeping people up to date 

In the meantime, we’ll continue to meet with individuals 

and groups across the community to update them on 

progress. 

Our focus is our nearest neighbours in Kings Plains 

and other local landholders but we’ve also had a lot of 

interest from business and community groups. People 

are keen to find out more about the project and what it 

will bring to Blayney.  

If you’d like to book a presentation or a meeting please 

get in touch with our community relations team:    

phone: (02) 6368 4100  

email: nsw_enquiries@regisresources.com 

For information about the project assessment please 

refer to the NSW DPE website:                            

https://pp.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/

Above: Regis External Relations Manager Kath Logan met 

with the Blayney Hospital Auxiliary in September. 
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Step 1:   
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)     

prepared: site studies, consultation  

Step 2:  
Project EIS submitted to Government;                       

public exhibition and consultation 

   Step 3: 
Regis prepares responses to issues raised 

during public exhibition period 

We   

are 

here 

Step 6:                        
Independent Planning Commission makes               

decision to approve or reject the project 

Step 4: 
Project assessed by government and       
referred to the Independent Planning      

Commission (IPC) 

Step 5: 
Independent Planning Commission invites              
submissions; and holds a public hearing 

Assessment Process 

Where are we up to? 

What happens next? 
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Protecting local rivers and bores 
It’s fair to say that water is one of the most important 

issues for the McPhillamys Gold Project: not only for 

our project team but also for neighbours, local        

landholders and other stakeholders. 

Over the past six years our local team and                

independent experts have spent a great deal of time 

reviewing the full range of water issues including: 

• How we supply water for the project; 

• How we manage clean water and process water   

onsite during operations; and  

• How we make sure the project doesn’t interfere with 

other local ground water or surface water—such as 

neighbouring bores and the Belubula River. 

Sustainable water supply 

One of the unique features of the McPhillamys Gold 

Project is its proposed water supply. Water for mining 

operations will be brought to Blayney via an under-

ground pipeline from the Lithgow area. 

The pipeline supply would provide a sustainable and 

secure source of water and that means we would not 

be competing with local landholders for our production 

water supplies.  

While the pipeline is being built, construction water for 

the project will be provided from Regis-owed bores.  

No impact on neighbouring bores 

Some of our neighbours said they were concerned that 

the mine could affect their bore water—so extensive 

modelling and studies were carried out on local bore 

systems.  

Those studies indicate that the project will have no  

noticeable impact on the bores of our neighbours or 

other nearby landowners. 

Protecting the Belubula 

Regis recognises that landholders along the Belubula 

River rely on the river for their stock and domestic   

water.  

Mine affected water will not be released into the river 

and our water management plans will be required to 

meet the very high standards set down by NSW      

environmental laws and guidelines.  

Importantly, the Project will not harm the health of the 

Belubula River and downstream landowners will still 

enjoy full access to river water.  

For more information on the supply and           

management of water for the McPhillamys Project, 

check out our water explainer video at this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=czx0xpwuI_M  

Above: Regis conducts regular water sampling in Belubula River. Samples are tested by independent, external laboratories. 
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Tailings Storage Facility: world class design 
Building a safe and secure tailings 

storage facility is one of the top  

priorities for the McPhillamys Gold 

Project. 

What are tailings? 

Tailings are a mix of water and fine 

particles of rock, which are         

discharged from the processing 

plant into a   structure called a    

tailings storage facility (TSF). 

The right location 

The first step in constructing a    

secure TSF is getting the right    

location. The McPhillamys TSF will 

be in a valley in the northern part of 

our site where it will be shielded 

from most local viewpoints.  

This location also has the least    

impact on native vegetation,    

meaning less disturbance for trees, 

plants and animals.  

Most important of all, the site has 

been chosen for its geology.  

The ground under the TSF has low 

to very low groundwater             

permeability. And extra clay will be 

added to that base to ensure a      

minimum clay thickness across the 

whole TSF floor.  

That’s an important safety feature 

of the structure because it reduces 

any risk of fluids leaving the site 

and entering the downstream      

Belubula catchment. 

Safe and stable 

The other standout feature of the 

McPhillamys TSF is its design, 

which  meets  the highest standards 

required by the NSW Dams Safety 

Act. It will be constructed using the 

downstream  method—which is the 

most robust TSF design. 

The facility will be built in stages 

using a version of this very stable 

construction method (see diagram, 

below). 

Independent experts will review the 

design and oversee construction. 

Constant monitoring  

Once mining starts, the TSF will be 

constantly monitored and            

inspected, especially after any    

major rainfall or weather events.  

As with all aspects of the project, 

safety is the top priority. 
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The McPhillamys tailings 

storage facility (TSF) will   

use the very robust, 

downstream construction      

method. 

Stay up to 

date! 
 

Register for                      

McPhillamys Gold Project 

news and updates at: 

 www.mcphillamysgold.com 

 

Or call us and we’ll take 

your details over the phone:       

(02) 6368 4100 
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Employment 

opportunities 
 

The McPhillamys Gold Project will provide a 

range of job and training opportunities during 

construction and mining; and in site             

rehabilitation once mining operations cease. 

Regis is engaging with local training providers 

to ensure that local people have every        

opportunity to be ‘job ready’ if the project is 

approved. Some of the occupations and skills 

that would be required by the project include: 

• Construction workers 

• Mechanical and electrical trades, including 
apprentices 

• Environmental scientists 

• Truck drivers & equipment operators 

• Geologists and engineers 

• Secretaries and administration assistants 

• Health and safety officers 

• Community relations  

• Hydrologists 

• IT and computing specialists. 

Importantly, Regis will work with local        

businesses to manage employment demand—

the aim is not to compete with or adversely 

impact their activities if the mine goes ahead. 

Business 

opportunities 
 

The local economy will receive a significant 

boost from the McPhillamys Gold Project. 

There will be opportunities for existing and  

new businesses. 

The mine, its workers and their families will 

need goods and services such as: 

• Groceries and fuel 

• Restaurants, bakeries, coffee shops 

• Hairdressers, medical, dental 

• Accommodation and housing 

• Electrical, building and construction 

• Technology and communications 

• Administration & accounting 

• Mechanical devices and repairs 

• Engineering and geological 

• Mining equipment hire and purchase 

• Agricultural and land management.  

Regis will work with local businesses,       

councils and community organisations to    

prepare for and maximise their opportunities. 

Our focus will be on supporting sustainable, 

local businesses in the Blayney Shire. 

Meet the water-loving dogs of Regis...  

Save the date for 

these local events! 

 1 November: Blayney Can/Assist 

Melbourne Cup fundraiser lunch. For 

bookings call 6368 2507. 

 21-23 October: Newbridge Arts      

Festival and Markets 

 29 October: Carcoar Show  

 12 November: Neville Show  

We couldn’t resist sharing these pics of Bert (left), Fletcher and Patty (right). 

Bert is a regular sailor in the dinghy with his owner, our External Relations 

Manager, Kath Logan. And Fletcher and Patty belong to our Community 

Relations Adviser, Louise Hobby. Patti loves a dip but Fletcher prefers to 

just keep an eye on things from the sidelines. 


