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Shout out to the volunteers who make Blayney tick 

 

   

 

 

The Blayney Shire is fortunate to 

have many hard-working             

volunteers and community groups.  

Their work is particularly              

important in helping local children 

and families. 

The Regis Community Investment 

Program provides financial          

assistance to these organisations, 

with a focus on activities  and 

events which provide long term 

health and social benefits to local 

people.  

Our Christmas 2023 grant round 

continued that support, helping    

local people provide services         

including: 

• Swimming lessons and sporting 

equipment for local students 

• Assistance for cancer patients 

and their families 

• Upgrades to local halls,       

showgrounds, and other       

community facilities 

• Workshops and training for      

volunteers  

• Festivals, shows and other 

events. 
The next Community Investment 

round opens in early May. 

Clockwise from top left: Blayney Show          

volunteers John Parker and Rob Matthews. 

Carcoar Public School students getting ready 

for Summer with swimming lessons at Blayney    

Aquatic Centre. 

Blayney Can Assist volunteers Betty McKenzie, 

Cherie Thornhill, Lyn Wurth and Sue Townsend.  

Blayney Woolcraft and Hobby Group’s Jan 

Steele and fellow volunteers. 

Blayney Pantry volunteer Jenny Summerson. 

Get in touch 
Our community relations team is always available to meet with people and answer 

questions about the project. They are currently working with close neighbours to 

finalise mitigation plans and locations for environmental monitoring equipment. 

If you have any questions about the project or wish to join our mailing list to stay 

up to date please get in touch on (02) 6368 4100 or call in to our office at                    

57 Adelaide Street, Blayney.  

You can also email us on nsw_enquiries@regisresources.com or visit our    

website www.mcphillamysgold.com 
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McPhillamys Gold Project: next steps 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 
 
 

Above: Regis Senior Exploration      

Geologist James Egan and   work    

experience student Lucy Hunt discuss 

core sample. 

The McPhillamys team continues to work our way 

through preparation of the 18 environmental               

management plans required under the Consent         

Conditions. The management plans must be         

approved by the Department of Planning, Housing 

and Infrastructure (DPHI). 

Modification 1 

Late in 2023, Regis began working with the DPHI to    

seek modifications to the approved project. 

Since McPhillamys started the planning approvals       

process in 2019, technology and our understanding 

of the site have improved. The modifications will  

allow the project to operate more efficiently. 

In some areas, additional environmental surveying 

(heritage, flora, fauna and aquatic) is being done.  

For DPHI to approve modifications to any project, 

they must be minor enough that the modified project 

is ‘substantively the same’ as the currently approved     

project.  

Investment decision 

The McPhillamys team continues to prepare the   

Definitive Feasibility Study (DFS). The DFS will    

inform the funding strategy and timing for a Final 

Investment Decision by the Regis Board. 

 

Mining Career  

Pathways 

The annual NSW Mining Careers    

Dinner is on again in Orange this 

May. If you’re a young person        

interested in mining please book    

using the QR code above or the link 

below. Its free to attend but get in 

early — last year was a sell out. 

nswminingcareers.com.au 

 In 2023 the McPhillamys team           

welcomed Queensland University of 

Technology  student Lucy Hunt for three 

months’ work experience.  

Whilst she was here Lucy shadowed   

Senior Geologist James Egan.              

Exploration drilling on site meant she 

was involved in logging core samples, 

helping with geochemical analysis and 

get lots of hands on work experience.  

Lucy did not finish high school as she  

didn’t know what she wanted to do.  

When she saw the Earth Sciences 

course she thought she’d give it a go 

and did a bridging course to get into           

university.  Find out more about Lucy’s 

pathway into the mining industry: Update 

#126  https:/mcphillamysgold.com/news-

info/mcphillamys-fortnightly-updates 
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Belubula River habitat 
Protecting local waterways is an important focus for the 

McPhillamys Project. 

Regis has been studying and surveying the Belubula 

River for a number of years, collecting baseline          

information prior to mining operations commencing. 

This includes additional monitoring in November last 

year, measuring aquatic life in the Belubula. 

Above: Aquatic ecologists conducted a number of monitoring activities in 

the Belubula River during November 2023. 

Improving native bush  
Our team has also been working on plans to improve 

large tracts of native bush and grasslands at the Aziel 

property (just south of Blayney) which is owned by 

Regis.  

This included a recent tussock weed spraying         

program which was carried out by local contractors 

towards the end of 2023. 

Environmental                

Monitoring Equipment 

The Consent Conditions require McPhillamys to have 

extensive environmental monitoring networks in place 

before construction starts. 

Separate networks will monitor air quality and noise.  

A blast and vibration monitoring network will be        

installed at a later stage prior to mining.  

Each network will be operated in compliance with the 

environmental management plans which will be       

approved by the NSW Government before              

construction starts. 

Over the last few months, the environment team has 

been preparing to install the monitoring  instruments                                      

near the proposed mine site. The locations of the 

monitors have been developed in consultation with 

specialist consultants and government agencies. 

Above from left: Nic Bourgeot, Environmental Superintendent and Josh 

Manns, Environmental Advisor inspect the main weather station.    

Gold is used          

and reused…         

and reused again.  

Because gold is so valuable, and because gold is so 

easy to recycle, it has become one of the 

world’s most recycled metals. The majority 

of recycled gold — at least 90% - comes from         

jewellery, with gold from industry, mostly electronics, 

providing the remainder. Companies such as       

Pandora and Apple have committed to ambitious     

targets to use recycled gold in their products. 
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McPhillamys CCC 

Spotlight on Hot Work      

Hot work means the operation in the open air of:  

• welding apparatus of any kind 

• power operated abrasive cutting discs of any kind. 

Grinders should not be used unless conditions          

are mild and/or the immediate area is dampened     

down to prevent ignition. 

To prevent grass fires during bushfire danger periods it 

is important that any machinery are: 

• free from any faults and mechanical defects that 

could start a fire 

• fitted with an approved spark arrestor 

• carrying a working water fire extinguisher or      

knapsack 

• not used during extreme fire conditions. 

For more information go to:             

www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/about-us/our-districts/canobolas/

plan-and-prepare 

The ‘Emergency +’ app, will help you 

call Triple Zero (000) quickly, and ac-

curately communicate your location to 

emergency call-takers.  

The ‘Hazards near me NSW’ app 

shows current information about local          

emergencies, including bushfires, and 

what to do to stay safe. 

Do you have these handy apps?                                             

For more information go to: 

www.nsw.gov.au/emergency/get-ready 

During a Total Fire Ban general purpose hot 

works (such as welding, grinding or gas cutting or 

any activity that produces a spark or flame) are 

not to be done in the open without the special 

permission from the NSW RFS. 

Vale Tom Williams  

The McPhillamys team was sad to 

hear that Tom Williams had 

passed away in January.               

A foundation member of the 

McPhillamys Community          

Consultative Committee, Tom’s 

contributions to meetings were 

always carefully considered and 

The McPhillamys Community Consultative Committee 

(CCC) provides a regular forum for Regis to share        

information and answer questions from the community. 

The CCC includes representatives from local councils,       

resident and community groups and it has an                 

independent Chairman, David Ross, appointed by the 

NSW Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure.  

At the end of last year we     

acknowledged the contribution of   

Peter Hildenbeutel who resigned 

from the CCC after representing the 

Blayney community since the     

committee was formed in 2018. 

Peter’s wide local network allowed 

him to raise issues that were         

important to people across the  

                 Talk to your CCC representatives 

CCC presentations and minutes are available on our web-

site. You’ll also find contact details for members of the CCC 

if you’d like to contact them to ask questions or provide      

feedback about the project. Go to:                                   

https://mcphillamysgold.com/community/community-

consultative-committee-ccc 

Community Members: Jordan Butler, Miles Hedge,          

Elizabeth Russ. 

Stakeholder Group Representatives: Cyril Smith, Orange 

and Region Water Security Alliance Inc; Daniel Sutton,      

Belubula Headwaters Protection Group.  

Council Representatives: Mark Dicker, Blayney Shire 

Council; Robert Taylor, Bathurst Regional Council; Richard      

Pamplin, Cabonne Shire Council; Nick Redmond, Orange 

City Council. 

Thank you Peter Hildenbeutel  

Blayney LGA. Regis recognizes Peter’s contribution to 

the CCC and wishes him all the best with the            

travelling he has planned. 
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showed his commitment to acting in the best interests of 

his community. He was a true country gentleman who 

we know will be missed by many. 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/emergency/get-ready

