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Attendees  
 

David Ross (DR) 

Jeannine Bryant (JB) 
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Peter Houston (PH) 
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Wayne Taylor (WT) 

Danielle Wallace (DW) 

Jason Ingham (JI) 

Regis Resources  

Regis Resources 

Regis Resources 

Observers Robert (Bob) Russ (RR) 

Jason Desmond (JD) 

Alternate for Elizabeth Russ 

Alternate for Danielle Wallace  

Apologies Cyril Smith (CS) 

Nick Redmond 

Robert Taylor  

ORWSA Representative 

Orange City Council 

Bathurst Regional Council 

Next Meeting  6pm, Monday 11 August 2025 

 
  

  



McPhillamys Gold Project 
Community Consultative Committee 

Minutes of Meeting #29 
24 March 2025 

Agenda item Action  
Meeting opened  6:00 pm 

DR welcomed everyone to the first meeting of 2025. 

DR advised CCC members of the resignation of Jan Steele (JS) from the 
committee and then welcomed PH, who is replacing JS.  DR also welcomed 
JI and JD from Regis.   

DW advised she is going on maternity leave shortly until October 2025. DW 

also advised that due to a restructure within the company Kathryn Logan is 

no longer an employee of Regis and that the community portfolio is now 

part of her responsibility. 

1. Apologies As noted above. 

2. Declaration of pecuniary and 

other interests 

DR is paid a fee to chair the meeting; JB is paid a fee to take the minutes of 

the meeting. 

WT informed members that there have been infrequent occasions where 

Regis has used PH’s hotel for functions. 

3. Business arising from previous 

minutes 

Nil  

4. Previous Minutes Previous minutes endorsed by CCC members. 

5. Correspondence No correspondence received from members or the wider community. 

6. Update on Project Refer to minutes below. 

7. Next meeting 6pm, Monday 11 August 2025 at Blayney Community Centre 

8. Meeting closed 7:45pm 
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   Action Items   Responsible   Due By   

1 Book Blayney Community Centre for Monday 11 
August 2025  

Jason Desmond Prior to next meeting 

2 Draft minutes to be provided to the 
Chairperson   

Jeannine Bryant  Friday 28 March 2025 

3 Draft minutes distributed to members by email 
(including alternates)   

David Ross Monday 31 March 2025 

4 Committee members provide any comments on 
draft March minutes to Chairperson. 

All committee members Monday 7 April 2025 

5 With the resignation of Jan Steele (JS) and 
Kathryn Logan (KL), DR to thank JS and KL for 
their valuable contribution to the CCC meetings.  

 

David Ross 

Monday 21 April, 2025 

6 Business arising from previous minutes: 

• Approach CCC members concerning the use 
of their email addresses under the Privacy 
Act.  

 

David Ross 

 

Action completed 

7 Post on McPhillamys website: 

• Final minutes for November 2024 meeting 

• Draft minutes and link to Regis presentation 
for 24 March 2025 CCC meeting.  

 

Jason Ingham 

 

Monday 14 April 2025 

Monday 14 April 2025 

8 Invite members to submit questions before 
August 2025 meeting. 

David Ross Monday 28 July 2025 
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6.  Update of Project 
 

See attached slides for further detail. 

 

Section 10 Declaration 

 

DW informed members that Regis has been considering its legal options since the Declaration was 

made. 

 
The Judicial Review, challenging the Minister’s decision, has now commenced in the Federal Court.   

The next case management hearing is 29 April 2025.  Regis will provide updates when news comes 

to hand.  

 

General Project Update 

 

Regis, DW noted, has also been working through alternative infrastructure solutions including new 

tailings storage options.  A lot of work is yet to be done as Regis actively works through this.   

 

Meanwhile, discussions have been taking place with the NSW Government regarding approval 

pathways going forward for the project.  There has also been ongoing: 

• maintenance activities on Regis-owned homes; 

• activities to address legacy issues on Regis-owned properties.  These activities include a 

program of works to deal with old mine shafts; and site specific works related to asbestos 

management.   

 

Despite project uncertainty, there has still been some community funding provided by Regis e.g. 

swimming lessons to Blayney Public School students.  WT noted that future exploration is under 

consideration.   

 

A discussion amongst members then took place focusing on the options for the TSF.  There are 

numerous options and each takes time to assess with respect to feasibility. For example, WT noted 

that there is an array of issues to be considered including but not limited to: infrastructure, heritage, 

roads, and topography.   

 

WT was asked if Regis is thinking of buying more land.  He responded that obviously, due to the 

Declaration, Regis will need to consider all options, particularly as a best alternate site for the TSF 

may not hypothetically be available on Regis’ current lands. 

 

Ongoing Environmental Monitoring  

 

DW informed members that groundwater monitoring, surface water monitoring, depositional dust 

monitoring, air quality (PM 10) and noise monitoring, testing for metals in dust, weather monitoring 

and streamflow monitoring continues. 

 

BR asked if the streamflow monitoring data has gone live yet.  DW answered that it is currently not 

live.  Only weather station data are available from the website now.   
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DS asked if Regis are you selling any properties at the moment?  DW advised Regis has recently sold 

some neighbouring the proposed biodiversity offset location but that is it.   

 

7.  General Business 
 

DR split members into groups to discuss their thoughts on what has been discussed tonight and 

whether they had any general business.  15 minutes was allowed for discussion.  Members then 

reconvened for a whole-of-committee discussion.   

 

BR observed that Blayney Council was dealing with some challenges because of the s10 Declaration.  

Firstly, he noted, the Declaration has provided no clarity with respect to the management of 

Dungeon Road.  Consequently, Blayney Council has had no choice but to seek legal advice in order to 

obtain understanding as to what will be legally acceptable.  Legal guidance continues. 

 

Secondly, BR noted that Council’s budget forecasts had factored in revenue, in the form of future 

rates, from Regis.  This is anticipated to have wider financial implications to Council from July 2025 

unless the Declaration is resolved shortly.  

 

A discussion then proceeded about the options to Council.  

 

DS then discussed the project’s water supply and the pipeline.  In particular, he asked Regis that, if a 

change of Government resulted in a change of water source requirements in Lithgow i.e. a nuclear 

power plant, does this create a risk on your water source?  While DW was not certain where 

negotiations were at, she understood that negotiations had progressed substantially and therefore, 

water availability would not be affected by a change in government. 

 

Discussion then changed to focus on the implications, broadly, of a change in government.  For 

example, what this may mean to the s10 Declaration? Essentially, there are several options available 

but no clarity, presently. 

 

PH and MH then discussed the health impacts on the community because of the Declaration. It (the 

Declaration) has left many people in a “limbo”, unable to make decisions about their livelihoods or 

the sale of their properties.  ER echoed these sentiments, observing that there are a lot of people in 

Kings Plains greatly affected by this decision who are wanting answers; no one can make decisions.   

 

DR advised members that he is taking over the chairing of the Cadia CCC. 

 

RR raised the subject of wind farms planned in the area at the top of Fitzgeralds Mount and whether 

Regis had heard about it?  WT stated Regis is aware but knows very little about this.   

 

8.  Next Meeting 
 

DR observed that there had been several suggestions from members about the date for the next 

meeting.  Considerate of the different suggestions, he proposed that the next meeting be held on 

Monday 11th August.  This was agreed to by members. 

 

DR thanked members for their time. 

Meeting closed at 7.45 pm 


