
     

    
    

 

 

July 4, 2026  

CENTRAL WEST BACKS MCPHILLAMYS AS PROJECT CHARTS PATH 
FORWARD 

Independent research confirms 71% community support for the $1 billion-plus McPhillamys Gold 
Project, as a new study reinforces a clear way forward for the long-running development. 

“It is important for our community and provides work for the people in our area.”  

 — Blayney resident, 2026 

Strong, sustained community backing for the McPhillamys Gold Project (MGP) has been confirmed by 
independent research, as a new prefeasibility study (PFS) has identified a clear path to bring the long-stalled 
project back on track. 

An independent survey of residents across the Bathurst, Orange, Cabonne and Blayney local government 
areas — conducted in March 2026 — found that 71 per cent of Central West residents support the project 
once informed of its key details and three quarters (76%) believe the project will benefit their local community. 
Just 11 per cent oppose it.  

In Blayney, the community closest to the proposed mine, support stands at 73 per cent. One Blayney 
community member surveyed referred to the MGP as “something that will supply the town with hope.”  

“It’s like oxygen, and this town really needs that.”  

Regis CEO Jim Beyer said the results were a resounding endorsement from the community that knows the 
project best. 

“Central West residents have told us they want this project to go ahead,” he said.  

“They understand what it means for local jobs, for local business, and for the long-term prosperity of this 
region.” 

The strength of that local support comes as Regis advances a new development pathway for the project, 
with the company’s new prefeasibility study reinforcing the Project’s strong economic benefits using an 
alternative development pathway. 

“We have worked methodically to identify an alternative development pathway that preserves the value of 
the project and provides optionality,” Mr Beyer said. 

McPhillamys would deliver hundreds of millions in royalties to the NSW Government over the life of the mine 
— revenue that communities across the state stand to lose for every year the project remains stalled.  

The project would create 600 direct jobs during construction and 260 permanent, locally based jobs once 
operating, with flexible working options designed to maximise local participation. 

The project also includes a multi-million-dollar Voluntary Planning Agreement with Blayney Shire Council and 
a permanent water pipeline that could drought-proof the town’s water supply long after mining operations 
have ceased — a lasting public benefit at no cost to taxpayers. 

“The numbers speak for themselves,” Mr Beyer said.  

“Six hundred jobs. A water pipeline that drought-proofs Blayney for generations. Hundreds of millions of 
dollars to the NSW Government. This is what’s sitting on the table.” 

The research comes at a defining moment for the region, with cost-of-living surging to become the single 
biggest concern for Central West families — mentioned by one in five (20 per cent) of respondents in 2026, 
up sharply from 11 per cent in 2022.  

Against that backdrop, Mr Beyer said McPhillamys represented something rare, an advanced and privately 
funded investment that could deliver significant economic benefits to the region immediately upon approval. 

“We look forward to being in a position to move forward with a project the Central West has backed from the 
beginning,” Mr Beyer said. 
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BACKGROUND  
 
The McPhillamy’s Gold Project received State and Federal approvals in 2023, however, has been on hold 
since 2024, when a Section 10 declaration under the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage Protection 
Act was issued by the then Federal Minister, blocking access to the project's planned tailings storage facility. 
Judgement is currently reserved, with a ruling anticipated from June 2026. While Regis Resources has 
challenged the declaration in the Federal Court, the Company has advanced an alternative development 
pathway that does not rely on the area impacted.  
The alternative tailings strategy identified in the new PFS would replace the conventional TSF with a filtered 
tailings solution in which the slurry is mechanically dewatered to a filter cake consistency and co-disposed 
within the mine waste dump. 
 
RESEARCH 
 
The McPhillamy’s Gold Project Community Sentiment Research 2026 was conducted by SEC Newgate 
Research between 8 and 25 March 2026. The study surveyed 435 permanent residents across the Bathurst, 
Orange, Cabonne and Blayney local government areas. The quantitative study used a combination of 
computer-assisted telephone interviewing (CATI) and online surveys. Results are comparable with previous 
waves conducted in 2021 and 2022. Data has been weighted to reflect ABS 2021 demographic benchmarks. 
 


